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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PBOR, CB, TH 

SUB J : THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER CLASHES 

REF: (A) BANGKOK 16109 (NOTAL); (B) BANGKOK 16224 (NOTAL) 

1 . FOREIGN MINISTER UPPADIT TOLD PRESS JULY 25 RTG IS SENDING 
NOTE TO ITS EMBASSIES IN PEKING AND VIENTIANE FOR TRANSMITTAL 

TO LOCAL CAMBODIAN EMBASSIES PROTESTING JULY 21 BORDER INTRUSION 
BY KHMER TROOPS AT ARANYAPRATHET (REF A). MFA HAS ALSO ATTEMPTED 
TO COMMUNICATE WITH CAMBODIANS THROUGH LIAISON OFFICE AT POIPET, 
BUT, GIVEN LACK OF SUCCESS IN PAST ATTEMPTS TO DEAL THROUGH THAT 
OFFICE, MFA HAS DECIDED TO TRY EMBASSY ROUTE AS WELL. 

2. SOURCE CLOSE TO SUPREME COMMAND TOLD EMBOFF THAT THAI 
CONTINUE TO STRAFE SUSPECTED CAMBODIAN POSITIONS NEAR CLASH SITE, 
INSIDE WHAT THAI CONSIDER TO BE THEIR TERRITORY. CAMBODIANS 

ARE REPORTEDLY IN SLIT TRENCHES, AND SOURCE WAS DOUBTFUL THAT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BANGKO 16366 270 1 2 1 Z 

STRAFING WAS DOING THEM MUCH HARM. 

3. THAI OFFICIALS HAVE INDICATED THEY BELIEVE ATTACKS AT 
ARANYAPRATHET AND AT SURIN (REF B) TO BE UNCONNECTED. SURIN 
ATTACK APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN MOTIVATED BY FORAGING FOR SUPPLIES 
RATHER THAN THE RESULT OF DIRECTIONS FROM PHNOM PENH. THAI ARE 
UNCERTAIN JUST WHY CAMBODIANS INSTIGATED ARANYAPRATHET CLASH, 
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BUT ARE MORE SUSPICIOUS OF ITS HAVING BEEN DIRECTED BY HIGH 
CAMBODIAN OFFICIALS BECAUSE OF GENERAL BUILD-UP ON CAMBODIAN 
SIDE OF THE BORDER. ALTHOUGH THAI HAVE SHOWN HIGH-LEVEL CONCERN 
OVER INCIDENTS - PRINCESSES SIRINDON AND CHULABON TRAVELLED TO 
ARANYAPRATHET TO PAY RELIGIOUS RESPECT TO THOSE KILLED IN JULY 
21 CLASH, AND PRIME MINISTER, ACCOMPANIED BY SEVERAL CABINET 
MINISTERS, VISITED WOULDED AT ARANYAPRATHET HOSPITAL - RTG RE- 
ACTION HAS BEEN DELIBERATELY RESTRAINED. PRESS HAS CONTINUED 
FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE OF SITUATION, WHICH IS DESCRIBED AS "TENSE" 

BUT PEACEFUL. 

4. MEANWHILE, INTERIOR MINISTER SAMAK SUNTHORAWET HAS TOLD 
PRESS HE PROPOSES TO BUILD FENCE COMPLETE WITH ALARM SYSTEM ALONG 
48 KILOMETER THAI BORDER WITH CAMBODIA IN PRACHINB URI PROVINCE. 
SAMAK SAID HE WOULD MAKE SUGGESTION TO NATIONAL SECURITY 
COUNCIL AT ITS NEXT MEETING. 

BURKE 
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